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Antique Postcard showing Civil War veterans shaking hands.  (Internet source)

September Camp Meeting 

Repeating a procedent from the past few years, we will 

hold a joint meeting with the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans Col. Daniel N. McIntosh Camp # 1378 this 

month. They will be hosting the meeting, therefore, we 

will meet on their regularly scheduled meeting date, 

which is Tuesday, September 8, 2020. 

 

This is just a short period since our last camp meeting, 

so don’t be taken by surprise.  The meeting will be held 

indoors at the Tulsa Little Theatre, 1511 S. Delaware 

Ave. in Tulsa.  We will be seated in the auditorium 

where there is plenty of room to spread out and be safe. 

Camp McIntosh will provide the program.  

 

August Camp Meeting 
 

Hopefully, we’re not wearing out our welcome, because 

we held another camp meeting in the backyard of our 

Junior Vice Commander, Clint Anderson.  Once again, 

we were fortunate to have very good weather and plenty 

of room to disperse.  Attending were: SVC Carl Fallen; 

JVC Clint Anderson; Mike Gates; Scott Preston; and 

Charles Walker.  SVC Fallen conducted the meeting in 

the absence of Cdr. Rusk, who was vacationing in 

Colorado. JVC Anderson presented the program on his 

recent visit to the Honey Springs Battlefield and on the 

battle itself.  To help the audience visualize troop 

positions, he used a poster board with a depiction of the 

unit movements on the battlefield. 

 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/civil-war/photos/images/civil-war-069.jpg


 
Brother Clint Anderson points to the Elk Creek bridge 

during his presentation on the Battle of Honey 
Springs at the August camp meeting. 

 

Camp Business 
 

In August, we ordered a supply of documents and forms 

from the National Organization, which totaled $90.50, 

including almost $10 postage, leaving $1,525.75 in our 

bank account.  If we choose to purchase ROTC or Boy 

Scout award items, we will also have to order them. 

 

The annual IRS Postcard Form 990 has been filed for the 

year 2019.  This fulfills the IRS annual requirement to 

keep our non-profit 501(c)3 status active. 

 

We need to poll our membership to ascertain whether 

they wish to continue our September joint meeting with 

the SCV camp.  While we have some common interests 

and policy positions, some members may have strong 

feelings about the combined meeting, and we need to 

recognize that.  When we first proposed a joint meeting, 

it was not intended to become an annual event, but there 

seemed to be a general agreement among the members 

of both camps to continue it. 

 

 
Tulsa Little Theatre seating. 

Manion Park facilities have been suggested as a possible 

meeting location for October’s camp meeting.  Members 

are urged to go by and take a look.  The park is west of 

56th and Harvard Ave.  There are two open pavilions 

there that offer shelter.  Until the City/County Library 

system opens its meeting rooms again, we will have to 

find meeting facilities wherever we can. 

 

As an alternative, Brother Sachau has furnished a list of 

possible indoor meeting rooms that we might be able to 

reserve.  No inquiries have been made yet to determine 

their feasibility. 

 

Officer elections are coming up in October, and it is time 

for a change in camp leadership.  Brothers are asked to 

be thinking about a post they would like to run for, and 

to make that wish known.  The aim is for everyone to 

hold some post in the camp, whether elected or not, so 

that duties and responsibilities are spread among the 

members and nobody is overloaded.  Elected positions 

are: Commander; Senior Vice Commander; Junior Vice 

Commander; Secretary; and Treasurer.  Also, there are 

a number of posts filled by Commander’s appointment 

such as: 

Patriotic Instructor 

Chaplain 

Historian 

Quartermaster 

Webmaster  

Newsletter Editor (Signals Officer) 

Guide 

Guard 

 

Other temporary posts may be added as considered 

necessary under the circumstances. 

 

------------------------------ 0 --------------------------------- 
Charles W. Walker’s Union Ancestor: 

Sgt. Adam Kass 

29th Michigan Infantry Volunteers 

------------------------------ 0 --------------------------------- 
 

In Accordance with General Order No. 

37, the National Encampment will be 

held on October 24, 2020. 

It will commence at 1200 hrs, virtually. 

Attendance will be restricted to 

credentialed PCinCs, PDCs, and 

Delegates. 
 
------------------------------ 0 --------------------------------- 
 

 

 



 
Gen. Sherman burns Atlanta.  (Internet Source) 

Sherman’s March to the Sea 
 

On September 2, 1864 - 156 Years ago, Gen. Sherman 

captured and burned Atlanta, GA.  Following his 

successful Atlanta Campaign, he began his “March to 

the Sea.”  He and Grant believed that the way to end the 

war was to destroy the South’s ability to conduct war.  

By getting behind Gen. Lee, and destroying the supplies 

to his army, Sherman could hasten the end. His plan is 

compared to modern day principles of scorched earth 

warfare.  He planned to sweep to the coast without 

provisions for his forces.  Instead, he would supply them 

through liberal foraging as they passed through the 

enemy territory.  The foraging was intended to lower the 

morale of the residents as did the destruction of so much 

of their property and crops.   

 

On November 15th, Sherman’s troops began their sweep 

through Georgia, cutting a swath up to 50 miles wide as 

they destroyed infrastructure, bridges, railroads and 

burned buildings and agricultural produce in their path.  

 

The following is an excerpt from Gen. Sherman’s 

specific orders for the campaign. 

“The army will forage liberally on the country during 

the march. To this end, each brigade commander will 

organize a good and sufficient foraging party, under the 

command of one or more discreet officers, who will 

gather, near the route traveled, corn or forage of any 

kind, meat of any kind, vegetables, corn-meal, or 

whatever is needed by the command, aiming at all times 

to keep in the wagons at least ten day's provisions for the 

command and three days' forage. Soldiers must not enter 

the dwellings of the inhabitants, or commit any trespass, 

but during a halt or a camp they may be permitted to 

gather turnips, apples, and other vegetables, and to drive 

in stock of their camp. To regular foraging parties must 

be instructed the gathering of provisions and forage at 

any distance from the road traveled. 

“To army corps commanders alone is entrusted the 

power to destroy mills, houses, cotton-gins, &c., and for 

them this general principle is laid down: In districts and 

neighborhoods where the army is unmolested no 

destruction of such property should be permitted; but 

should guerrillas or bushwhackers molest our march, or 

should the inhabitants burn bridges, obstruct roads, or 

otherwise manifest local hostility, then army 

commanders should order and enforce a devastation 

more or less relentless according to the measure of such 

hostility. 

“As for horses, mules, wagons, &c., belonging to the 

inhabitants, the cavalry and artillery may appropriate 

freely and without limit, discriminating, however, 

between the rich, who are usually hostile, and the poor 

or industrious, usually neutral or friendly. Foraging 

parties may also take mules or horses to replace the 

jaded animals of their trains, or to serve as pack-mules 

for the regiments or brigades. In all foraging, of 

whatever kind, the parties engaged will refrain from 

abusive or threatening language, and may, where the 

officer in command thinks proper, give written 

certificates of the facts, but no receipts, and they will 

endeavor to leave with each family a reasonable portion 

for their maintenance. 

“Negroes who are able-bodied and can be of service to 

the several columns may be taken along, but each army 

commander will bear in mind that the question of 

supplies is a very important one and that his first duty is 

to see to them who bear arms....” 

Sherman’s plan succeeded, but it was highly 

controversial, and departed from traditional norms for 

the conduct of warfare at the time. Many objected since 

it was aimed at the civilian population rather than an 

opposing army.   

 

The First Kansas Colored Infantry  at 
the Battle of Honey Springs 

July 17, 1863 
 

By Brother Michael Gambill 
 
Most of us if, not all,  have watched and admired the epic 

Civil War movie Glory about the famed 54th 

Massachusetts Infantry as a pioneering colored regiment 

at the height of the conflict.  However, the conflict here 

in the Indian Territory and immediate surrounding areas 

set an earlier precedence in the use of negro troops in the 

Union Army. 



 

The service and fate of the 1st Kansas Colored Infantry 

Regiment created a shockwave all the way to the White 

House.  Originally formed by James Henry Lane, a 

noted Kansas abolitionist leader who later became a 

U.S. Senator, the origins of this regiment were never 

officially approved by Secretary of War Edwin Stanton 

nor approved by President Lincoln himself.  

Nevertheless, Lane went ahead and organized this 

regiment by recruiting mostly runaway slaves from 

Arkansas and Missouri in the summer of 1862 at Fort 

Scott, KS.  The 1st Kansas Colored Infantry went on to 

create American history as the first actual negro 

regiment to see actual combat by participating in a 

skirmish at Island Mound, MO on October 28, 1862 - 

nine months before the famed 54th Massachusetts 

Infantry earned their baptism under fire in the attack on 

Fort Wagner in Charleston, SC.  Furthermore, the 1st 

Kansas Colored Infantry also earned the distinction of 

being the first negro regiment to operate in a combined 

action with white units as they fought alongside other 

white Union regiments at Island Mound. 

 

The 1st Kansas Colored Infantry later earned distinction 

in battle in the Indian Territory with engagements at 

Cabin Creek and later in July, 1863 at the Battle of 

Honey Springs near present day Checotah.  During the 

engagement at Honey Springs the 1st Kansas Colored 

Infantry truly gained a strong reputation for repulsing an 

attack by elements of the Confederate 20th and 29th 

Texas Cavalry.  Even when their regimental 

commander, COL James M. Williams was severely 

wounded leading a charge against the Confederate 

center from only 40 paces away, the 1st Kansas Colored 

withdrew in an orderly fashion and garnered the respect 

in an official report on the engagement from the Union 

commander MG James G. Blunt who commended the 

1st Kansas Colored for their determined fighting spirit. 

The Indian Territory, reflecting the diversity we see in 

the modern state of Oklahoma, saw many unique 

experiences during the Civil War.  The 1st Kansas 

Colored Infantry fought some of the earliest fighting that 

negro troops encountered during the war and the Battle 

of Honey Springs was unique in the sense that non-white 

troops on both sides constituted the majority of the 

fighting forces.  The 1st Kansas Colored Infantry went 

on to continue fighting in the western theater and faced 

enormous losses at the Battle of Poison Spring in 

Arkansas in 1864.  This regiment was later absorbed into 

the U.S. Army and was redesignated as the 79th 

Regiment, U.S. Colored Troops.  The surviving 

members of this regiment were later returned at the end 

of the war to Fort Scott where they were formally 

mustered out. 

 
 

 

Camp Calendar 
                                         

Sep. 8       Joint Camp Meeting with SCV at Tulsa       

          Little Theatre, 1511 S. Delaware Ave. 

Oct. 22      Camp Meeting - Location TBA 

Nov. 11      Veterans Day 
 

Editor: A. Carl Fallen – acfallen@sbcglobal.net  

mailto:acfallen@sbcglobal.net


Website: http://indiannationscamp3-suvcw.weebly.com 

Webmaster: Terri Walker (Rachel Cormany No. 2 Auxiliary)  

http://indiannationscamp3-suvcw.weebly.com/

