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The sidewheeler Sultana, April 27, 1865, docked in Vicksburg.  (Library of Congress) 

May Camp Meeting 
 

Thanks to our Commander’ arrangements, we will again 

be meeting at the Parkview Baptist Church, 5805 S. 

Sheridan Rd., this Thursday, May 27th.  The meeting will 

begin at 6:30 and last for an hour to an hour and a half. 

 

The program will be presented by PDC Rex Griffin on 

the Fifth Kansas Colored Infantry.  Rex is an authority 

on this subject, and we’re sure to learn something new. 

 

JVC Preston has created a method to sign up to present 

either a program, or a 5-minute show-and-tell at each 

meeting.  Members are to access SignUp Genius to take 

an open slot.  Both types of presentations are available 

for each camp meeting.  

 

To sign up for a future program please refer to Brother 

Scott Preston’s February 13 email and link to Signup 

Genius.  Or, enter the following link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084EACAA2D

A4F85-suvcw 

 

April Camp Meeting 

A good turnout populated our meeting room at the 

Parkview Baptist Church on April 22.  Attending were: 

Rex Griffin; Clint Anderson; Mike Gambill; Mike Rusk; 

Kevin White; Carl Fallen; Scott Preston; Joe Fears and 

his youngest son, Caden Fears.  We were honored to 

have traveling from Oklahoma City Dept. Commander, 

Craig McKinley. 

 

Officer reports and several items of camp business were 

handled before moving on to the program for the 

evening, given by Cdr. Anderson on The Sultana 

Disaster.  Previously, we had thought that Brother 

Anderson had a soldier ancestor perish in the explosion 

and sinking of the vessel on the Mississippi River. 

Wrong.  He had four soldier ancestors aboard, three of 

which perished.  One body was recovered, and one 

survived.  Furthermore, recent investigation showed that 



Clint’s wife also had two soldiers aboard the Sultana.  

How is that for a coincidence?  Clint may be the only 

known descendant to have as many as four ancestors 

aboard the Sultana. 

 

Cdr. Clint Anderson makes his Sultana 

presentation at the camp meeting.                                    
(Photo by Carl Fallen) 

 

Cdr. Anderson told of his visit to the Vicksburg area 

battlefield sites and the Sultana Museum in Marion, 

Arkansas, where he and his wife came down with the 

virus.  Nevertheless, to our benefit, he had gathered 

much information about the disaster. 

 

The Sultana was built for 376 passengers and crew.  Yet, 

it is believed to have left Vicksburg carrying over 2,000. 

The vessel was crippled by a boiler needing repair, but 

in the hurry to get under way, the boiler was merely 

patched, rather than taking the time to make the 

extensive, time-consuming repairs that were actually 

required.  The swollen river and strong current coupled 

with the much heavier human cargo, strained the boilers 

beyond their capability, leading to the disastrous 

explosion and sinking of the vessel.   

 

Greed also played a heavy part. For transport, the 

government paid fees of $5 per enlisted man, and $10 

for officers.  Therefore, the more men they could load, 

the more money to be earned.  Proper oversight was 

absent, and errors occurred in the passenger count, 

causing a lack of record as to who, and how many were 

actually being transported. 

 

After the explosion, the 260 ft. long steamboat did not 

immediately sink, but was consumed in fire.  Some of 

those able to escape the vessel tried to swim to shore, 

while others were picked up by rescue boats.  Some 

1700 are believed to have died from the explosion or 

from drowning, making it the deadliest maritime 

disaster in U.S. history.  

Clint stated that he was not finished with his research 

into the sinking of the Sultana, and planned to go back 

to the area in the near future.  Since that time, he has 

now done that.  Always curious about history, Clint will 

have a new, more comprehensive report for us in the 

near future. 

 
 

 

Union Ancestor of Michael D. Rusk, PDC 

Pvt. Samuel Cormany, Adjutant 

16th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

 

Camp Business 

 

The Camp Annual Report has been prepared and 

submitted to the Department Secretary along with a 

check for $437 for Dept. and National dues, and a 

current list of camp members numbering 19.  The camp 

checking account has a remainder of $1,685.35. 

 

The Oklahoma Flag is shown on the National 

Organization website, while the Department has adopted 

a logo more than two years ago.  We are told that it will 

be changed, but it first has to be approved by the 

National Council of Administration. 

 

Cdr. Anderson has noted errors in the listing of Past 

Camp Commanders on both the camp’s digital facilities. 

He will work with Terri Walker and Scott Preston to 

make the necessary corrections. 

 

On behalf of the camp, Cdr. Anderson has purchased a 

few forms from the National Organization, one of which 

is the Flag Recognition Form, which he intends to use in 

recognizing organizations for proper use of the flag. 

 

Bixby Public Schools has responded by recommending 

a recipient for the SUVCW’s ROTC program for area 

schools.  A May 4th presentation is scheduled.  Although 

it is late in the school year, other responses may be 

received.  Rex Griffin will contact Jenks Schools. 

 

Memorial Day is approaching and preparations for our 

annual ceremony is in order.  Patriotic Instructor Steven 

Tolbert will be in charge, but Dept. PI, Mike Rusk has 

offered his assistance.  The location will be the Rose Hill 

Cemetery.  On Saturday before Memorial Day, the 

Rachel Cormany Auxiliary will lead a team to place 

flags at each of the known Union veterans buried there, 

and collect them on the day after. 



 
Dept. Cdr. Craig McKinley and Cdr. Clint Anderson           

at the April camp meeting. 

DC McKinley advised Encampment attendees to bring 

a chair, since it is to be an outdoors event.  In addition 

to the usual officer elections, two new Councilors will 

be elected: one for a two-year term; and one for a one-

year term.  

 

Indian Nations Camp is entitled to three delegates in 

addition to those who are automatically delegates to the 

Encampment.  Brothers Preston, Gambill, and Tolbert 

were elected, with Mike McGraw to serve as Alternate. 

 

Encampment credentials were passed out to those who 

had indicated an intent to attend the Encampment.  All 

were reminded to bring their current Membership Cards, 

their Encampment Credentials card and a portable chair, 

since this would be an outdoor event at the home of C-

in-C Brian Pierson.  

 

Bob Cleaver (1945 – 2021) 
January 20, 1945 – January 11, 2021 

(Stevens Memorial Chapel) 

 
 
Bob was born on January 20, 1945 in Malden, 

Massachusetts to Harry and Lois Cleaver; he passed 

away on January 11, 2021 in Branson, Missouri at the 

age of 75. He graduated from Florida Southern 

University and later got his MBA in Accounting from 

Oral Roberts University. He also served in the Army in 

Korea, Germany, and later in the Army Reserves and 

retired with the rank of Lt Colonel in 1995. Bob loved 

studying all about the military and especially military 

history including the Civil War and also loved model 

trains. He’s survived by his wife Carol, his brothers 

Ronald Cleaver and Dale Cleaver, his son Darrell 

Cleaver and wife Deborah, his daughter Sheryn Curtis 

and husband Gary, his step son Mark Collier and wife 

Angie, and his step son Roger and wife Stacey. In all, he 

has 8 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. Graveside 

services were held on Friday, January 22, 2021 at Ft. 

Gibson National Cemetery.  

Rex Griffin wrote on April 26: “I just received notice 

from Carol Cleaver, Brother Bob Cleaver's wife, that he 

passed away on January 11th of this year. Brother 

Cleaver had been living in Branson, Missouri, but kept 

up his membership in Overturf Camp. Brother Cleaver 

was a dedicated Son, and one of the charter members of 

Overturf Camp, and the Department of Oklahoma. 

 

“I'm sending Bob's widow Carol Cleaver a condolence 

card. If you wish to send her a card or a note of 

condolence, she can be reached at: 

 

Mrs. Carol Cleaver 
168 Grandview Drive #2 
Branson, MO 65616 
 

“It has been a difficult year for Sgt. Jacob Overturf 

Camp #4, with two members passing away and a third 

dropping out….” 

 



 
Bob Cleaver serving in the Indian Nations Color Guard 

awaits the start of the Tulsa’s Veterans Day Parade               
November 11, 2009.  (Photo by Carl Fallen) 

Brother Cleaver first joined the Indian Nations Camp #3 

and was a charter member of the Oklahoma Department 

in 2002.  He was elected Camp Commander in 2005, and 

transferred to the new Jacob Overturf Camp #4 when it 

was chartered as a 3rd camp to maintain Oklahoma’s 

eligibility as an SUVCW department.  A retired Army 

officer, Bob was active in Indian Nations camp affairs, 

serving as Camp Treasurer for several years, and was 

regular contributor at meetings.  He told of his service at 

the Pentagon, and marched in the Indian Nations Camp 

honor guard as part of its entry in the annual Veteran’s 

Day Parade. 

 

Bob held several leadership offices in the Indian Nations 

Camp, beginning early in the Camp’s history.  He was 

elected Junior Vice Cdr. in 2003, the third year after 

receiving its charter, and then Senior Vice Cdr. before 

becoming Commander.  His other offices included 

Chaplain and Treasurer. 

 
 

Bernard Roy “Bernie” Cooper 
November 10, 1951 – May 13, 2021 

(Brown Family Funeral Home) 

 

Bernard Roy Cooper, also known to many as “Bernie”, 

age 69, resident of Broken Arrow went to be with his 

Lord and Savior on Thursday afternoon, May 13, 2021 

at Emerald Care Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Bernie was 

born on November 10, 1951 in Ponca City, Oklahoma 

and was the son of Roy Pendleton Cooper and Elma 

Loretta (Hamblin) Shepherd.  He was a 1970 graduate 

of Shawnee High School.  Bernie received his 

Bachelor’s Degree in Electronic Engineering with a 

minor in Engineering from Kennedy West 

University.  He had a license in extra class amateur 

radio.  Bernie married the love of his life, Lana Jean 

Luckett on May 18, 1972 in Shawnee, Oklahoma.  He 

was a member of the Coweta Assembly in Coweta, 

Oklahoma.  Bernie worked for Harris Computer 

Systems, Inc. in Tulsa, Oklahoma from 1981-1983 as a 

Sr. Field Service Engineer and retired after working for 

27 years at Grand River Dam Authority in Pryor, 

Oklahoma as a Meter Department Superintendent from 

1983-2009.  He also worked and volunteered for several 

law enforcement agencies including Tulsa County 

Sheriff’s Office as a Deputy, Broken Arrow Police 

Department Reserves, and Mayes County Sheriff’s 

Office as a Deputy.  Bernie’s ancestral history was 

Principal Chief-Pellisipi Chickamauguan Band 

Oklahoma.  He was involved in many societies 

including Military Order of the Stars and Bars - 

Brigadier General Eppa Hunton Chapter - Past 

Commander, Sons of Confederate of Veterans - Col. 

Daniel McIntosh Camp 3 term past Commander, and 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War - Sgt. Jacob 

Overturf Camp 3 term and Current Commander.  He 

enjoyed genealogy, reading, history, traveling, and Civil 

War re-enactments.  Bernie was always kind to all that 

he encountered and had a smile and laughter that would 



bring joy to all.  He will be greatly missed by all that 

knew and loved him. 

Bernie is survived by his wife, Lana Cooper of the home 

in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma; his daughter, Lori Cooper 

of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma; one nephew, Bobby 

Roselius; and numerous cousins, other relatives, and 

friends. 

Bernie was preceded in death by his parents, Roy 

Pendleton Cooper and Elma Loretta Shepherd; one 

sister, Betty Jean Roselius and husband Jack; and three 

nephews, Larry “Rooster” Roselius, Charles “Mouse” 

Roselius, and Connie “Kisses” Roselius. 

A memorial service celebrating Bernie’s life was at 

11:00 AM on Friday, May 21, 2021 at Coweta Assembly 

in Coweta, Oklahoma with Pastor Steve Lee officiating. 

Family and friends may share memories online at 

www.brownfamilycares.com.  The family of Bernard 

Roy “Bernie” Cooper entrusted his care, cremation, and 

service to Brown Funeral Home & Cremations, 210 S. 

Broadway, Coweta, Oklahoma 74429, 918-486-5515. 
--------------------0-------------------- 

 

 
Camp Commander Bernie Cooper addresses the gathering 

on Memorial Day at the GAR Monument in Rose Hill 
Cemetery in 2010. (Photo by Joel Fallen) 

Brother Cooper first joined the SUVCW as a member of 

the Indian Nations Camp #3, serving as it’s Camp Cdr. 

in 2010, and as the OK Department Cdr. in 2011. He is 

remembered as an active member and being prominent 

in the camp’s leadership.  Being a Broken Arrow 

resident, he transferred and became a charter member of 

its new Sgt. Jacob Overturf Camp #4 when it was 

chartered in Broken Arrow to maintain the Department’s 

necessity for a third camp.  He shared with us a genuine 

interest in Civil War history and a desire to honor his 

ancestors.   

 
Newly installed Dept. Cdr. Bernie Cooper takes control of 

his office May 2011 at the Dept. Encampment, Pawnee Bill 
Ranch, in Pawnee, OK.        (Photo by Carl Fallen) 

Also active in the Sons of Confederate Veterans, and 

served three terms (2005 - 2007) as Commander of the 

Col. Daniel N. McIntosh Camp No. 1378 in Tulsa. 

 

OK Department Encampment 
 
As planned, the OK Dept. Encampment was held in 

CinC Brian Pierson’s back yard, 35 Greenfield Dr., 

Bethel Acres, OK, on Saturday, May 8.  It was honor 

enough just to have a Commander-in-Chief from our 

small department, but to have him host our Encampment 

was more that we could expect.  This has to go down in 

the record books.  The rural location made the directions 

from a GPS a real value.  

 

Long before start time, preparations had been under way 

to hold our meeting on the lawn with generous shade.  

Thankfully, we didn’t have to deal with the threat of 

rain, although that possibility had been a part of the 

planning.  The weather was ideal, except maybe to those 

guys wearing the wool Union uniforms.  Hot coffee and 

donuts were available for the early arrivals. 

 

Sec. Andrews had prepared and circulated a detailed 

agenda, which brought order and predictability to the 

process.  Afterward, he prepared the official minutes of 

the meeting and distributed them as well.  In addition, 

Brother Rex Griffin also wrote an excellent version of 

events. 



As one of the items of new business, Rex had raised the 

question of whether Life Members should be assessed 

the department’s $4 annual per capita tax.  Past rulings 

at the National level made it optional for each 

department to decide.  Rex respectfully outlined how the 

payment had a disproportionately greater effect on the 

small Overturf Camp than it did on larger ones.  The 

department elected not to access the tax on Life 

Members. 

 

The following are excerpts from PDC Griffin’s 

document, which give an excellent recap of the event. 

 

“Department Commander Craig McKinley ran the 

proceedings until C-in-C Pierson installed Brother Jeff 

Kennedy as the 2021-2022 Department Commander. All 

three are from Jeremiah Smith Camp #1 in OKC. 

Brothers Clint Anderson and Scott Preston of Tulsa's 

Indian Nations Camp #3 are the new Senior Vice and 

Junior Vice Commanders, respectively. Brother Dr. 

William Andrews remains Department Secretary 

(among many of the department offices he holds) and 

Brother Tucker McHugh retained the office of Dept. 

Treasurer. Both are members of the Smith camp. 

 

“Two of the Department Council positions were up for 

election. As the only Councilor not up for election, 

Brother Kevin White of Indian Nations remains Council 

Member #1. Brother Mike Gambill of Indian Nations 

was elected Council Member #2, a one-year term. 

Overturf's own Brother Joe Fears became Council 

Member #3, to serve a two-year term.  

 

 
OK DUVCW Pres. Donna Talley addresses the Encampment. 
Seated are Dept Cdr. Craig McKinley and Treasurer McHugh. 

(Photo by Carl Fallen) 

“President Donna Talley of OKC's Sally Peacheater 

Tent and Department President of the Daughters of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War came with her husband 

from Pryor to attend as guests. She addressed the 

Encampment, and invited us to their Encampment event 

next Saturday, May 15, at the Historical Center in 

Oklahoma City. Her Oklahoma Department will host the 

National Convention of the DUVCW in 2023. 

 

“Brother Tucker (reported we have a) total of $1,730.98 

in the Department Treasury. In the Commander's 

Report, Commander McKinley stated that the 

Department had added 16 new members. He 

recognized and extended sympathies to the families of 

those Brothers lost during the last year, 

including Overturf Brothers Robert Cleaver and Johnny 

Manley, Brothers Jim Orebaugh and Gary Dean Tucker, 

Senior, of the Smith Camp, and Brother Carl D. Smith 

II of Indian Nations.  

 

“Commander McKinley went on to recognize Brother 

Carl Fallen of Indian Nations for the camp's newsletter, 

the Union Informer, which has been a tremendous 

resource for both that camp and the Department. 

Commander McKinley asked Brothers Kennedy, 

Andrews, McHugh, and Anderson to rise and be 

recognized for their contributions as members of the 

Executive Committee. He also thanked Brothers Mike 

Rusk of Indian Nations and myself for our timely 

suggestions. He recognized Brothers Rusk and Fallen, 

too, for the badges and ribbons they provided not only 

this year, but every year for the Annual Spring 

Encampment. 

 

“Under New Business, the Awards Committee 

recommended changes in the Turner-Williams Award. 

A silver or gold star will replace the Kearney Medal as 

the physical award. The award itself will no longer be an 

annual award, but instead be given at the Department 

Commander's discretion to Brothers for outstanding 

achievement at any time. The recommendation was 

approved by vote. There were no Department awards 

given during the Encampment. 

 

“A vote was passed for the Department to continue 

paying for PDC badges for outgoing Department 

Commanders.  

 

“Department Commander McKinley described the 

project to replace pedestals and cannon-ball stacks at the 

Veterans’ monument at Fairlawn Cemetery in 

Oklahoma City. Commander Norm Crowe of the 

Jeremiah Smith Camp made a motion for the 

Department to fund the final $200 needed for the project, 

but C-in-C Pierson said he would donate the funds. The 

vote went ahead, but was turned down. 

 

“Camp Cdr. Crowe also displayed a proposed 

Department seal with, among other things, crossed 

tomahawks on a blue background with the SUVCW 

the SUVCW logo in the center. C-in-C Pierson pointed 

out legal issues surrounding use of the SUVCW logo. It 



was agreed that, though the seal itself was beautiful, a 

substitute was needed for the SUVCW logo. 

 

 
C-in-C Brian Pierson speaks at the Encampment. 

(Photo by Carl Fallen) 
 

“C-in-C Pierson then addressed the Encampment. He 

mentioned various issues including recruitment (Brother 

Rusk brought up the importance of websites), virtual 

meetings, social media, and the upcoming 140th 

National Encampment to be held August 4-9 in St. 

Louis, Missouri. Delegates to the National event were 

elected, and all Department Brothers who decide to 

attend were elected as Alternates. St. Louis is likely to 

be as close to Oklahoma as any National Encampment, 

outside of hosting our own, an issue C-in-C Pierson 

brought before the Brothers. He discussed the benefits 

and challenges of hosting a National Encampment, and 

that bids were open for 2023 on. A motion was made 

and passed to form an Exploratory Committee of 

Brothers from each camp, with a view to a 2024 bid for 

the National Encampment.   

 

 
C-in-C Pierson pins the PDC Badge on outgoing Cdr. McKinley.  

(Photo by Carl Fallen) 

“Save for the actual election and installment of officers, 

that completed most of the Encampment business. We 

broke for lunch, which consisted of sandwiches and 

chips from Jersey Mike's (Yum!) provided by Treasurer 

McHugh. Brother McHugh had also thoughtfully 

provided doughnuts and coffee beforehand.” 

 

After lunch, the nominated officers were elected without 

opposition, and they along with appointed officers were 

sworn in by C-in-C Pierson. 

 

Newly installed Dept. Cdr. Kennedy then addressed the 

Encampment and spoke of his Great Grandfather, a 

slave from Tennessee, who fought in the 12the U.S. 

Colored Infantry.  Cdr. Kennedy then outlined his goals 

for the Department, including a challenge to camps to 

recruit 3 new members and return 2 previous members.  

 

 
Newly Installed Cdr. Jeff Kennedy, holding the official OK Dept. 

gavel, takes charge of the Department and closes the 
Encampment. (Photo by Carl Fallen) 

 

65th Lincoln Tomb Ceremony 
 

C-in-C Brian Pierson and Brother Jeff Kennedy attended 

the 65th Annual Lincoln Tomb Ceremony at the Lincoln 

Toom in Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, IL on 

April 17, 2021.    Jeff stated, “The Stephenson Memorial 

Service was later held that day by the Dept of Illinois.   

 

This memorial service was for Dr. Benjamin F. 

Stephenson, founder of the Grand Army of the Republic 

at Rose Hill Cemetery, Petersburg, IL.  C-in-C Brian 

Pierson also addressed those in attendance.” 

 

 The following are photos Jeff submitted documenting 

the events he attended.  You will notice that Jeff was 

honored to serve as the National Color Bearer. 



 
Awaiting colors with 14th Michigan 

 
C-in-C Pierson and Brother Kennedy at the                     

Lincoln Memorial 

 
C-in-C Brian Pierson and Color Bearer Jeff Kennedy at the 

Lincoln Tomb 

C-in-C Pierson speaks at the Benjamin Stevenson memorial 

Service held later in the day 

Brother Jeff Kennedy (second from right) serves as 

National Color Bearer 

 

 
Camp Calendar                       

 

May 27      Camp Meeting – Parkview Baptist Church 

May 31       Memorial Day – Rose Hill Cemetery 

June 14       Flag Day – Fly your flag! 

June 24       Camp Meeting – Parkview Baptist Church 

July 4      Independence Day – Fly your flag! 

July 22      Camp Meeting – Parkview Baptist Church 

Aug 4-9      National Encampment - St. Louis, MO 
 

Editor: A. Carl Fallen – acfallen@sbcglobal.net  

Website: http://indiannationscamp3-suvcw.weebly.com 
Webmaster: Terri Walker (Rachel Cormany No. 2 Auxiliary) 
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